59. Nem jotékonysag, hanem emberség, (Not charity but humanity),
“A Hét” (The Week), 1987, nr.41, p.4

60. Konyvtar és tarsadalom, (Library and society), In “Korunk”
(Our Age), 1989, nr.5, p.357-358

61. Romaniai magyar néprajzi konyveészet 1919-1944, (Hungarian
ethnologic bibliography 1919-1944), compiled by Vaczy Leona,
In “A Kriza Janos Néprajzi Tarsasdg értesitdje", The
announcement of the Kriza Janos Ethnological Society), Cluj,
1998, nr.1/2

Lastly I would like to end with a wish of Mrs. Vaczy Leona:” I
believe that it would be better if this work had been continued..."(a
message from the past for the future). Therefore as the next generation of
librarians we have the obligation of keeping the memory of our
colleagues, but we also have the responsibility to continue their
professional work. I believe that it is very hard for us to rise up to the
level of professionalism that Mrs. Vaczy Leona had put forth, but we
must consider it a challenge for the future.

Passion for Books and Art
- Gabor Dénes -
Melinda SZASZ
“Lucian Blaga” Central University Library

1972 was proclaimed by UNESCO “The International Year of
the Book”, on this occasion within the symposium “The Art of the Book
in Romania” an ex libris exhibition opened in the hall of the Central
University Library (B.C.U.) Cluj, the first exhibition its kind in our city
and the second in the country. The organization of this was due to Gabor
Dénes, a librarian of this institution, whose name had already been
known countrywide in the bibliophile branch, not only for his passion of
the collection of book-plates, but also for his numerous articles in the
field that appeared starting from the end of the sixties, writings with a
remarkable contribution to the renaissance of the interest for the ex libris
and for bibliophilism in general.

Gabor Dénes was born in 1936 in Brasov, he graduated from the
high school in Odorheiu Secuiesc, his “adoptive home town”, and
between 1954-1958 he studied biology-chemistry at the Bolyai
University in Cluj. After graduating from university he married a girl
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from Cluj and intended to find a job in Cluj. He started working at the
Cluj University Library from the “backdoor” as he stated. He only knew
the library as a reader. During his university studies he was a member of
the illustrator committee of the lithographed courses, so he had the
chance to have more contacts with the library and met the deputy
director, Toth Kalman. This man employed him in September 1958 for
the job of collections librarian, with the promise that he would be
officially employed as soon as vacancies appeared. In the following year
several people left the library, thus in June 1959 he managed to obtain
full time job as a librarian. In the mean time he participated in the locally
organized courses of librarianship and from 1960 he was assigned Chief
Librarian. First he worked in the library within the Department of Public
Relations, then within the department of Periodicals. Starting from 1962
he pursued his librarian activity as librarian and bibliographer at the
Library of the Zoological Faculty — until 1986, the year of retirement
through illness. Then the time of his life’s great trial began: a serious
cardiac operation successfully carried out, followed by a long
recuperation period. In 1990, when the cultural magazine Miivelddés (The
Culture) (periodical, which published his numerous articles from the
seventies) reappeared in Cluj after a four-year absence, he was asked to
accept the editorship at the publication. Since that time he has been the
Editor of the publication and its magazine\supplement ,.,Konyveshdz”
(Book House).

His passion for bibliophilism started in his years as a student,
and he improved his knowledge when he worked at the library collection.
He started collecting book-plates from the beginning of the seventies and
the passion developed from the fact that he managed to form a connection
with Professor Berei So6 Rezs6 (botanist, former Professor at the Botany
Faculty of the ,,Francisc losif University” in Cluj), the most appreciated
expert and Hungarian ex libris collector, who, beside guiding and
advising him, also became his first exchange partner. Gabor Dénes
ordered ex libris-es from young talented graphic artists (Deak Ferenc,
Cseh Gusztav, Arkossy Istvan), their work being the start of the first
exchange leaves. Due to his untiring passion he became one of the most
known collectors from the country; in the middle of the seventies his
collection incorporated over 10,000 bookplates. He now owns the largest
ex libris collection with over 30,000 examples.

Meanwhile, at the encouragement of his colleague L. Nussbaum,
he published his first article in the local paper /gazsag (The Truth) and
shortly after, his first articles dealing with ex-libris-es appeared. The first
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appeared in the Korunk (Our Age) 6/1968, with the title “Az ex libris
multja, jelene és jovéje ” (,,The Past, Present and Future of the ex libris”),
followed then by a series of articles published in the Konyvtari Szemle
(Library Review), Revista Bibliotecilor (Library Journal), Miivelédés
(The Culture). In these writings he presented a picture of remarkable
artists such as Gy. Szab6 Béla, Debreczeni Laszlo, Reschner Gyula,
Radvéanyi-Roman Kéroly, Dedk Ferenc. He reported on exhibitions,
congresses, and symposiums nationally and abroad dedicated to ex libris-
es, he wrote about the history and the importance of bookplates, he
presented the portraits of the great collectors. In 1972 he participated
together with his colleague and good friend Szighety Rudolf at the
symposium from Targoviste, where they presented two studies dealing
with the ex libris. Between 1977-1981 Gabor Dénes had his own column
in the Komyvtar (The Library) periodical, in the supplement of the
Miivelédés (The Culture) periodical entitled Periszkop, which had as aim
,bibliophile re-discoveries”. After organizing the first exhibition in Cluj
in the year 1972, other followed in Miercurea Ciuc, Sfantu Gheorghe,
Satu Mare, Odorheiu Secuiesc, at the Korunk Galeries from Cluj (1976),
etc.

»In our days the collection of ex libris is going through a rebirth
period not only abroad but in our country as well, the group of its
enthusiasts is continuously rising” — wrote Gabor Dénes in the preface of
the catalogue published on the occasion of the first exhibition in Cluyj -,
and this thing could not have happened without the enthusiasm and
untiring work of people like him.

Gabor Dénes’s first bibliographic work appeared in 1966 in
Magyar Kényvszemle (Hungarian Book-review), entitled ,,Kurrens
nemzeti bibliografidk Romaniaban” (,,Current national bibliographies in
Romania”). Then a series of bibliographical works followed published in
the Kényvtari Szemle, Revista Bibliotecilor and in Koényvtar, the
supplement of the Miivelddés periodical. Here he wrote the bibliography
of some remarkable Hungarian writers from Transylvania (Koés Karoly,
Kacsé Sandor, Balogh Edgar, etc.) He compiled the bibliography of the
book entitled Moricz Zsigmond kézottunk (Moéricz Zsigmond among us),
(1979), and in 1992 he published the study ,,Roméaniai magyar
konyvkiadas: 1944-1949” (Hungarian Publications in Romania: 1944-
1949). We find his name also in the collection of editors of the Romdaniai
Magyar irodalmi lexikon (Hungarian Literary Dictionary from Romania),
(1981-2002), and as an editor at the Miivelddeés periodical he contributed
to the editing of some anthologies of the periodical.
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At present Gabor Dénes, in addition to being the editor of the
Mivelédés periodical, continues to organize successful ex libris
exhibitions, works on the fifth volume of the Hungarian Literary
Dictionary from Romania — Romdniai magyar irodalmi lexikon — and is
writing an extensive monograph about the past and present of
bookplating — with the same passion and devotion as at the beginning of
his career.
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(The painter Ip6 Laszl6 — the post mortem freeman of Cristuru Secuiesc),
In: Miivelédes, 54, nr. 12., 2001, p. 6.

— “Az erdélyi magyar konyvillusztracidé 1994-t6l napjainkig”, (The
Hungarian book-illustration in Transylvania from 1994 till today), In:
Konyveshdz, supliment al revistei Mivel6dés, nr. 1., 2001, p. 16.

— “Kongenialis talalkozasok (Miklosovits Laszl0)”, (Congenial
assotiations), In: Miivelédés, 55, nr.1.,2002, p.16.

“Centenariumi tlinédések. Varga Nandor Lajos (1895-1978)”,
(Centenary meditations. Varga Nandor Lajos), In: Miivelédés, 55, nr. 6/9,
2002, p.19.

— “Meditacio a Korunk Galériaban kiallitott Buday-grafikak triigyén”,
(Meditation on the Buday-graphics exhibited in the Korunk gallery), In:
Miivelddes, nr. 6/9, 2002, p. 48.

— “Makoldy Jozsef milemlékrajzai”’, (The monument-sketches of
Makoldy Jozsef), In: Miivelddes, 55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 52.
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— “Mohy Sandor kdszontése”, (Greeting Mohy Sandor), In: Miivelédés,
55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 72.

— “Vetrd Artir arcképcsarnoka”, (The portrait hall of Vetrd Artar), In:
Miivelédés, 55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 78.

— “Dedk Ferenc”, In: Miivelddes, 55 , nr.6/9., 2002, p. 100.

— “A revelacio erejével. Feszt Laszlo 50 éves”, (With the powers of
revelation. The 50 year-old Feszt Laszlo), In: Miivelédés, 55, nr.6/9.,
2002, p. 104.

— “QGrafika és festészet szimbidzisa”, (The symbiosis of graphic and
painting), In: Miivelédés, 55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 108.

— “A szép univerzuma — akvarelleken”, (The universe of beauty — in
aquarells), In: Miivelddeés, 55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 118.

— “Ip6 Laszlo festomiivész — Székelykeresztir post mortem diszpolgara”,
(The painter Ip6é Laszl6 — the post mortem freeman of Cristuru Secuiesc),
In: Miivelodes, 55, nr. 6/9, 2002, p. 60.

— “Szavak nélkiili szines poézis”, (The colorful poetry without words), In:
Miivelddes, 55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 112.

— “Ki vagy te, DEMOL — a grafika mindenese?”, (Who are you DEMOL
— the knock-about of graphics?), In: Miivelddeés, 55, nr.6/9., 2002, p. 114.
-“Centenariumi koszont6. Matéffy Béla lelkiségének arcképvazlata”,
(Centenary greeting.The portrait-sketch of Matéffy Béla’s spirituality),
In: Miivelédés, nr. 10, 2002, p. 19.

— “Cseh Gusztav megujhodasai”, (The reformings of Cseh Gusztav), In:
Konyveshaz, suppement of the Miivelddés periodical, nr. 1-2, 2002, p. 16.
— “Monografia a kisvarosrol — olvasmanyosan”, (Readable monography
about the small-town), In: Kényveshdz, supplement of the Muivelddés, nr.
1-2, 2002, p. 74.

— “Az otéves egri Dsida Jend Barati Tarsasag emlékkonyvébe”, (In the
album of the five year-old Dsida Jené Barati Tarsasag), In: Konyveshdz,
supplement of the Miivelddés, nr. 1-2, 2002, p. 77.

— “Uj Stradivari-utod a Nagy-Kiikiill6 partjan”, (New Stradivari
descendant on the waterbanks of the Nagy-Kiikilld), In: Miivelddés, nr.
3.,2003, p. 11.

— “Gy. Szabo Béla fametszetei Haromszéken (1998)”, (The wood-
engraving of Gy. Szabé Béla at Haromszék), In: Miivelddés, nr. 6/9.,
2003, p. 48.

— “Pasztellkrétaval és festOecsettel irt poézis. Ferenczy Julia miivészetérdl
(1997)”, (Poetry written with chalk and paint-brush. On the art of
Ferenczy Julia), In: Miivelddeés, nr. 6/9, 2003, p. 40.
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— “Roman Viktor plasztikai vilaga (1996) ”, (The plastic world of
Roman Viktor), In: Miivelddes, nr. 6/9, 2003, p. 44.

— “XXXI. Orszagos Honismereti Akadémia. — Nyiregyhaza”, (The
XXXI.th national academy for the Knowledge of the Homeland), In:
Miivelédés, nr. 10., 2003, p. 16.

— “Hogyan lettem ex libris gyiijt6? Tollvonasok Berei So6 Rezsd
arcéléhez”, (How did I become an ex libris collector? Strokes of the pen
to the profile of Berei So6 Rezsd), In: Miivelddés, 57, nr. 1., 2004, p. 14.
— “Vilagok és viragok. Starmiiller Katalin kiallitasa elé¢”, (Worlds and
flowers. To the exhibition of Starmiiller Katalin), In: Miivelédés, 57, nr.
3,2004, p. 14.

— “Kettés Balassi-évforduld Esztergomban”, (Double Balassi-anniversary
in Esztergom), In: Miivelddés, nr. 11, 2004, p. 24.

— “Szazéves a Kolozsvari testvérek- Marton és Gyorgy — Sarkanyolo
Szent Gyorgy kolozsvari szobra”, (The statue of St. George, the
Dragonkiller in Cluj by the Kolozsvari brothers — Marton és Gyorgy — is
one hundred year-old), In: Miivelddés, 57, nr. 12., 2004, p. 19.

— “I'V. Kéroly boldogga avatasa Romaban”, (The beatification of Charles
the IV.th in Rome), In: Géniusz, nr. 29., 2004, p. 30.

— “Kell-e irtdézni a poktol?”, (Should one abhor spiders?), In: Géniusz, nr.
31.,2005, p. 24.

2. Publications, editings, translations

*** Moricz Zsigmond kdzéttunk: tanulmany. (Moricz Zsigmond among
us: a study) The selection, the preface, the notes were written by Kantor
Lajos; the bibliographical addition was made by Gabor Dénes.
Bucharest, Kriterion, 1979.

***Romaniai magyar irodalmi lexikon. (Hungarian Literary Dictionary
from Romania) Editor-in-chief: Balogh Edgar; editorial board: Benkd
Samu, David Gyula, Gabor Dénes, Siitd6 Ferenc ¢és Szatmari Laszlo.
Bukarest, Kriterion, 1981-2002.

—Herman Ott6: Az Adridatol a Jeges- tengerig. (From the Adrian to the
Glacial sea) The selection, the preface, the notes were written by Gabor
Dénes. Bucharest, Kriterion, 1982.

—Haeckel, Ernst: Biologia és természetfilozofia. (Biology and nature-
philosophy) The selection, the preface, the notes were written by Gabor
Dénes. Bucharest, Kriterion, 1989.

— Toth Kalman; Géabor Dénes: Romaniai magyar kényvkiadas: 1944-
1949 (Hungarian book-making in Romania: 1944-1949), Cluj, Erdélyi
Muzeum-Egyesiilet, 1992.
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— Gabor Dénes: Mitosz és valosag: gondolatok a székely himnuszrol
(Myth and Reality: meditation on the székely himn), Kolozsvar,
Miivelddes, 2000.

— A kozmiivelddés sziikiild (t)erei: antologia a Miivel6dés 1976-1989-es
évfolyamaibol. (The narrowing spaces/veins of public cultural progress:
Anthology of the 1976-1989 volumes of the Miivelddés periodical) edited
by: Gabor Dénes, Siitd Ferenc and Szatmari Léaszlo. Cluj, Miivelodés,
1999.

—A kibontakozas igézete: antologia a Miivelddés 1968-1975-6s
évfolyamaibdl (The mesmerism of evolvement: Anthology from the
1968-1975 volumes of the Miivelddés periodical), Edited by: Gabor
Dénes, Siit6 Ferenc. Cluj, Miivelddés, 2000.

—Ko6zmiivelddés, de minek?: antolégia a Mivelddés 1995-1998-as
évfolyamaibol (Public cultural progress, but why? Edited by: Gabor
Dénes, Siit6 Ferenc. Cluj, Miivelddes, 2003.

Bibliography

— Romaniai magyar irodalmi lexikon. (Hungarian Literary Dictionary
from Romania) Editor-in-chief: Balogh Edgar; editorial board: Benkd
Samu, David Gyula, Gabor Dénes, ... 2. vol., Bucharest, Kriterion, 1991,
p- 26-27.

— Balogh Jozsef: A mdgus mosolyog: ex libris élet (The magus smiles: ex
libris life), In: Miivelddés, 29 , nr. 6., 1976, p. 59-60.

— Aniszi Kalman: Osszend, ami dsszetartozik (What belongs together,
grows together) In: Szabadsag, 16, nr. 267, p. 10.

— Meister Robert: A4 romaniai magyar tarsadalomtudomanyi irodalom
bibliografiaja 1989-1999 kozétt (The bibliography of the Hungarian
literature of social sciences in Romania between 1989-1999.
www.transindex.ro

Radio, Journalism, Books — TIBERIU IANCU- and Afterwards

Liana IANCU,
“Lucian Blaga” Central University Library

“I got the news on the phone, ‘Your friend, Tibi has passed
away,” ... And then I went out to walk for a while on the banks of the
Rhine, convinced that it was going to rain ... And I met Mr. Iancu, as I
used to meet him on the banks of the Somes formerly. He looked at me
with his eyes yellowed with tobacco but still amazingly alive, and told
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